Meeting at the Minister of Justice's office
November 6, 2025, 10:30 AM
Speaking Notes
1. Thank you for meeting with us. We wish to thank the Minister for his leadership in proposing Bill C9, which is an important step in safeguarding all Canadians from hate-related acts.
a. We are especially grateful since this initiative flies in the face of political developments in many G-7 countries, including our closest allies – the United States and the United Kingdom.
b. Introduce each of our team members.
2. CHA is a new organization whose mission is to advocate for Hindus in Canada with a view to improving adequacy for Hindus in all walks of Canadian life
a. Hindus are a large community in Canada( over 800,000), many of whom are immigrants from a variety of countries, such as Guyana, Africa, Bangladesh, etc.  But a large number are native born and have never known any other native country.
b. We are spread across all provinces and territories
c. We are active in all walks of life, professional, academic, business and the public sector, but not particularly in the political sphere
d. On average, we have a higher percentage of individuals with higher levels of education than the average for all Canadians, and our average incomes are higher than those of many other religious communities.
e. Many in the community continue to feel discriminated against in various ways, in employment and in day-to-day life.  
i. Especially concerned about school bullying.
3. Hate crimes have been rising in Canada
a. C9 is an effort to address this
b. The data do not show how the crimes have increased for Hindus
i. Would like to ensure better break down of data to help understand the impact on us
ii. Hindus tend not to report events so we are concerned that the increase in hate is under reported, where data are collected.  We will work with other Hindu organizations to encourage more reporting.
iii. C9 should encourage authorities of all types to collect appropriate data
4. We have some important concerns
a. Hinduphobia has previously been discussed as a human rights issue in the House of Commons, but Canada’s leadership and national priorities have changed in three years.
b. There are continental pressures in favour of a more explicitly Christian focus to policies, giving rise to serious concerns amongst Hindus.
c. Would your government support legislatively treating Hindu phobia in the same manner as Jewish, Sikh and Islamic religions?
d. What would it take to gain the inclusivity and have access to special consideration, funding, etc., as other religious groups?
5. This Bill amends the Criminal Code to advance the fight against hate speech.  This is a progressive step, and we are confident the government will find ways to ensure it is consistent with the Charter of Rights.
a. It is imperative that the provisions of C9, once incorporated into the Criminal Code, be implemented fully.
i. Requires law enforcement personnel to be fully trained
ii. A strong public relations campaign to ensure there is a full understanding in the larger community, to avoid the kind of backlash we’ve seen in other jurisdictions
b. The German swastika is a well-known symbol of hate, and we endorse its criminalization.  However, for millennia, Hindus have used a different swastika that stands for peace and love.  While knowledgeable people know the difference, most do not.  Will the government make a specific effort to ensure that the general public is fully aware of the distinction?
c. It is common knowledge that in many places of worship, there is complete disregard of the legal prohibition against using the premises for political purposes, yet many criminal issues affecting Hindus originate there.  Why is this behaviour not being addressed?
6. Finally, we are interested in the government’s plans for passing the legislation and, even more, how it will be implemented.
Once again, we thank the Minister for this important initiative and for the opportunity to address our concerns.  Our comments are in the spirit of the legislation and designed to ensure its wide acceptance within the Hindu community.
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