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Thank you Mr/Madam Chair, for the opportunity to address the committee on this important proposal
My name is Krishna Sahay, and I am speaking on behalf of the Canadian Hindu Alliance.  Our group works on policy-level initiatives that strengthen the long-term safety, dignity and resilience of the Hindu community across Canada. 
· The Hindu Community is growing rapidly and is variously estimated to be between 30,000 and 35,000 individuals in the Ottawa CMA.
· Many people have noted the rising levels of hate against the Jewish and Islamic communities. 
· Hindus have not been especially vocal about our concerns in this area, but we have episodic evidence to suggest the phenomenon of hate and intimidation is real and growing, both in Ottawa and across Canada.
· There have been ugly incidents of harassment and intimidation  of individuals at Hindu temples in Toronto and Vancouver as recently as this month.  
· We are fortunate that local Ottawa temples have not yet reported any similar incidents, but we must guard against the possibility.

· Prevention is better than a cure.  
· Therefore, CHA strongly endorses the notion of a safe access zone and particularly welcomes the fact that it is being cast within the broader context of the federal government’s intentions under Bill C-9.
· One point related to C-9 bears emphasis.  
· The original draft of the Bill referred to the swastika as a hate symbol, but the version approved by the House of Commons does not.  
· The swastika itself has been a religious Hindu symbol for millenia and is an integral part of major religious activities.  
· The Hindu Swastika has a far different interpretation and meaning than the Nazi Hakenkreuz.  
· They are not even the same design.  
· While the current draft legislation recognizes this fact, the public discussion does not.  
· As recently as this week, during its discussion of the current by-law proposal, the Ottawa Citizen referred to the Swastika as a symbol of hate.  
· This misunderstanding puts our community at risk and it is imperative that in all further public statements regarding hate symbols, reference be made to the Nazi Hakenkreuz, and not the Swastika.
· The staff report recommends a safe zone of 50 meters, a significant reduction from the original 80 meter proposal.  It would be helpful if this change were better articulated and explained.  
· Nevertheless, assuming it is acceptable to other target groups, we can accept the proposed change, provided it is fully and fairly implemented.
· We welcome the fact that the staff has taken pains to ensure that its proposals respect the Charter of Rights and Freedom.  As an immigrant community, we believe the charter is an important safeguard.  
· Nevertheless, to state the obvious, preventing people from exercising their legitimate religious or other activities is not free speech.
To conclude, we support this measure and look forward to its being fully and properly implemented.  Implementation is critical.  We look forward to hearing the plans to do so.
Thank you for the opportunity to address this committee.
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